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Alavandar's Deep-seated Desire:

At this time, an elderly religious teacher, Alavandar, once
happened to know the greatness of Ramanuja and yearned for his
company. Alavandar knew that his end was fast approaching
and desired to entrust his certain unfinished works to the young
man. At once messengers were sent far and wide to fetch him.
Tirumalai Nambi was very happy to send his nephew to Srirangam,
the abode of Alavandar. And Ramanuja in turn was intensely
happy to seek the asylum of Alavandar ard followed the messengers
hurrying to Srirangam post-haste. As they approached Srirangam
he learnt that Alavandar had breathed his last and he was drowned
with sorrow. When he neared the body of the deceased he swooned
and fell down wailing for the lost opportunity in not having met
the Guru while alive. After he regained his consciousness he
found three fingers of his Guru in semi-flexed condition and learnt
that the deceased had mentioned that Ramanuja should fulfil the
following three desires of his;

(i) Brahma-sutras of Vyasar shorld be dealt with as per
the ideals of Nalayira prabandham (Four Thousand
Prabandham).

(ii) A significant text is to be written gratefully acknowledging
the world teachers, Vyasar and His father, Parasarar.

(iii) Nammazhwar's glory and greatness should be broadcast
in a variety of ways to the world for the cultural and
religious edification for posterity.

Ramanuja promised and took a loud vow, with flowing tears
in his eyes, that he would execute all the three desires of his deceased
master, when lo! the three bent fingers stretched themselves straight
to the amazement of all those gathered. Wonderful is the affection
of Guru-Sishya affiliation!

Ramanuja^s Determined Will:

With the above mandate in mind Ramanuja went to Tirumalai,
sought the help of his maternal uncle, Tirumalai Nambi, and
prayed for the benediction of Sri Venkateswara. He worked
with zeal, learnt a further lot of textual and spiritual knowledge
from his uncle, and spent some good time in adoration of God,